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Verleihung „Rebellinnen gegen den Krieg – Anita Augspurg - Preis 
der Internationalen Frauenliga für Frieden und Freiheit“  
Rathaus in Verden  

  

Welcome speech, Mayor of Verden Mr.Lutz Brockmann  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

I wish you a warm welcome to our historic townhall. On behalf  of the city of Verden, I 

am honoured  to greet all guests present here to celebrate with us for the first time 

the award with the wonderful name of „Women rebels against war – Anita Augspurg 

award of the Women’s International league for peace and freedom“ in 2017.  

  

I would especially like to thank WILPF for the wonderful idea of recognising Anita 

Augspurg‘s activism for women rights and peace with this award and for holding the 

ceremony in the city where she was born.   

 

The award is unusual for  not only focusing on the past – which would be remarkable 

in itself, in remembering Anita Augspurg, WILPF wants to set an example of how 

people can contribute to strengthening peace and supporting those who are 

committed to peace - often fighting from exile. The award therefore wonderfully 

combines remembrance and action.   

  

On behalf of all the members of WILPF and their international guests, I warmly 

welcome their president Mrs Irmgard Hofer. 

   

A special welcome goes to our first award winner Mrs Zaina Erhaim 

 „Salam aleikum“ and her laudatory Mrs Barbara Lochbihler.  

  

Dear Mrs Erhaim, on behalf of the city of Verden I congratulate you from all my heart 

and wish you all the success you need as a „woman rebel against war“ and for 

women’s rights.   

 

Together with you, we strongly hope that the people in your country can soon live in 

peace.   

 

I hope that the Anita-Augspurg-award gives you strength and new support for your 

courageous and important commitment.   

  

I invite you after the ceremony - as our guest of honour in our city - to sign a 

contribution in the „golden book“ of our city to remind us all this evening.  

  



Dear guests, ladies and gentlemen 

I am happy that you all joined us to honour Zaina Erhaim    

 

I’d like to take the time to welcome our MP Christina Jantz-Herrmann,  

president of the regional women’s council Karin Labinsky-Meyer and on behalf of the 

city council the president Gunda Schmidtke. For some years, the city of Verden has 

been proud to be the city where Anita Augspurg was born and developed into a self-

confident young woman. 

As Germany’s first female laywer, she fought sucessfully for women’s rights and 

especially their voting rights; as international pacifist she founded together with other 

women in 1915 in the Hague the Women’s International league for peace and 

freedom. Through her political engagement and her democratic and emancipatory 

values she continues to represent a for our diverse Verden as well as for a 

democratic, peaceful and inclusive future.  

  

To honour Anita Augspurg, the regional women’s council of Lower Saxony has 

named Verden the best place for women in the region. I am happy to welcome their 

president Mrs Cornelia Klaus today in Verden.  

 

In the 80s, a group of committed women from Verden awakened the importance of 

AA in our city. After a long and intensive discussion, they named an historical square 

in the middle of the old city close to the cathedral in her honour. On behalf of the city 

of Verden, I would like to thank this women’s group for their initiative and their 

commitment.   

Regarding the exhibition I thank DOZ20 namely Gisela Fürle as well as Gesine 

Ahlers for the contemporary demonstration of the local history prior to the naming of 

the AA square in Verden.  

  

I’d like to thank everyone who made this award ceremony possible. I want to name 

specifically the supportive organisations such as WABE, the council for prevention, 

the local cinema as well as our city representative for equal opportunities Annika 

Meinecke and Donate Fink of WILPF.  

 

I want to thank all sponsors for the award.   

 

Thanks also to Mrs Ellen Terwey for the musical contribution and Birgit Scheibe for 

the theater play „Anilid“. 

  

Madeleine Rees, international general secretary of WILPF, has transmitted us her 

greetings which we will hear later.  

I hope that today marks the start of a new tradition and an annual prize-giving for a „ 

woman rebel against war“ here in Verden. I hope we can count on your support.   

Thank you for listening. 
                                                                                                                                Lutz Brockmann © 

                                                                                                             Übersetzung: Heidi Meinzolt © 



 

 


